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More than 15,000 wounded, many of 

whom would go back and fight again 
for their country if only they could. We 
have defense contractors bribing Mem-
bers of this institution. No wonder we 
are so ill-prepared for another terrorist 
attack. 

This week, the chairman of the Sep-
tember 11 Commission gave this gov-
ernment’s response, since that terrible 
day, five Fs and 12 Ds. The facts more 
than speak for themselves. Democrats 
believe that the time has come to re-
store the values of responsibility and 
integrity to our way that our govern-
ment does business. 

Mr. Speaker, it starts with putting 
the needs of families before special in-
terests of the lobbyists. It starts here 
in this building, and it starts with new 
leadership. 
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LISTEN TO THE GOOD NEWS 

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, a re-
porter from a major news organization 
in the United States who is now sta-
tioned in Iraq made the statement the 
other day that if he wrote a single 
story that was positive about what was 
going on in Iraq, he would have to fight 
with his editor to get it published. 

Is it any wonder that we have such a 
negative attitude in America about the 
war and the way it is going? 

I think it is time for a little reality. 
During the last week of November, 526 
insurgents were detained or killed and 
104 weapons caches were discovered 
during 355 combined operations. And in 
those operations, 30 percent of them 
were conducted independently by Iraqi 
security forces. As of November 16, 
2005, a total of 211,700 Iraqi security 
forces have been trained and equipped. 
The number includes 99,500 Ministry of 
Defense forces and 112,200 Ministry of 
Interior forces. Thirty Iraqi Army bat-
talions have assumed primary control 
of their own areas; and on and on it 
goes, Mr. Speaker. 

There is a lot of good news out of 
Iraq, and we ought to begin to listen to 
it. 
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YACHTS FOR THE RICH, DEBT FOR 
THE POOR 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, despite a 
flood, a sea of red ink, tomorrow Re-
publicans propose to cut taxes. Cut 
taxes for whom? The wealthy. They 
want to float the yachts of the wealthy 
on a sea of red ink. 

One of the cuts is for people who get 
a chip dividend on their stocks and is 
paid for by dramatically increasing the 
costs of student loans. 

I have met with students at Oregon 
State and the University of Oregon 
during the break. These kids are work-
ing hard trying to realize the American 
Dream. Some of them are holding down 
three jobs and borrowing as much as 
they can, and the Republicans say they 
have to pay more for those loans so 
that rich people can pay a rate of taxes 
on dividends less than someone who 
works for $25,000 a year. 

That is an outrageous position for 
the majority party. 
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AMERICAN-MADE UNIFORMS 
NEEDED 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, last week 
The Washington Post reported that our 
U.S. Border Patrol agents are wearing 
uniforms manufactured in Mexico. One 
agent said, ‘‘It is embarrassing to be 
protecting the U.S.-Mexico border and 
be wearing a uniform made in Mexico.’’ 

There are plenty of companies all 
over this country that could make 
these uniforms, yet some brilliant bu-
reaucrat has decided to give jobs to 
Mexicans rather than to Americans. I 
have nothing whatsoever against Mex-
ico, but the first obligation of the U.S. 
Congress should be to our own people. 

Not only is this a jobs issue, but 
there are security implications as well. 
Having these uniforms made in another 
country makes it more likely that 
these uniforms could end up on a black 
market and be sold to drug traffickers, 
illegals wanting to cross the border, or 
even worse, terrorists trying to come 
here. 

I hope all Federal officials will start 
trying to give as much business as pos-
sible to American companies and work-
ers instead of giving even more jobs to 
those in other countries. 
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REPUBLICAN BILLS DO NOT HELP 
AVERAGE AMERICANS 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened to my Republican colleague who 
just spoke, and he talked about how 
the first job of this Congress is to pro-
tect the jobs of the American people. I 
do not see that happening here. 

We are back now for a 2-week period 
here in the House and what do I hear is 
on the agenda? First of all, tomorrow 
is the Tax Reconciliation Act. This is 
the tax cut, if you will, for special in-
terests, for wealthy people paid for 
with the budget cuts that we adopted, 
the Republican leadership adopted 2 
weeks ago, cuts in student loans, cuts 
in Medicaid, cuts in housing, cuts in 
programs that help the average Amer-
ican. And they are doing that in order 
to pay for a tax cut they are going to 
vote on this week by the Republican 

leadership that would essentially help 
only the very wealthy and the special 
interests, the corporations. 

What else is on the agenda today? 
The Bahrain Free Trade Agreement 
Implementation Act, another free 
trade agreement that is going to mean 
loss of American jobs, outsourcing of 
American jobs to other countries. 

How many more of these are we 
going to have? How many more times 
am I going to come down to the floor 
and have the Republican leadership 
post bills that do not help the average 
American? 
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WORKING WITH INDIA FOR OUR 
FUTURE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Congress will soon consider 
implementing legislation to support 
civil nuclear cooperation between India 
and the United States. I strongly sup-
port this initiative, which is a critical 
component of the U.S.-India Joint 
Statement of July 18 reached during 
the historic visit of Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh to Washington this 
past summer. 

The civil nuclear agreement is a 
major step forward for the United 
States and global nonproliferation 
policies. In the U.S.-India Statement of 
July 18: ‘‘President Bush conveyed his 
appreciation to the Prime Minister of 
India’s strong commitment to pre-
venting WMD proliferation and stated 
that as a responsible state with ad-
vanced nuclear technology, India 
should acquire the same benefits and 
advantages of other such states.’’ 

After my meetings in New Delhi last 
week, I am convinced that our stra-
tegic partnership with India will help 
ensure our own future security and 
prosperity working together for vic-
tory in the war on terrorism. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11, 
our generation’s December 7. 
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FIX MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG PLAN 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, over the past 2 weeks, I hosted five 
town hall meetings in my district. 
They were attended by hundreds of sen-
iors who wanted to learn more about 
the Medicare drug benefit. I found that 
for as much interest as seniors dem-
onstrated, it is readily apparent there 
is an equal amount of confusion, frus-
tration, cynicism, and in some cases 
even anger. 

Seniors do not understand why there 
is such little time to sign up for the 
benefit or why they will be locked into 
a plan when the plan does not have to 
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